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PAGE 01 STATE 130377 
ORIGIN EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 EA-09 ISO-OO STR-04 COME-OO TRSE-00 DOTE-OO 
EPA-04 OES-07 /032 R 

DRAFTED BY EB/OT/TA:RAMEYER:JVM 
APPROVED BY EB/OT/TA:DJDUNFORD 
STR:ELAPP (SUBS.) 

COMMERCE:DBUSINGER (SUBS.) 

TREASURY :RSTANDARD (SUBS.) 

DOT:JO'GORMAN 
EPA:EROSENBERG 
EA/J:DSMITH (SUBS.) 

070247Z 090844/64 

R 062346Z JUN 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

UNCLAS STATE 130377 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, JA 

SUBJECT: VISIT OF MOT OFFICIALS TO AUTO LABS 

REFS: (A) STATE 123990, (B) TOKYO 7785 

1 . FOLLOWING IS PROPOSED SCHEDULE FOR VISITS TO 
INDEPENDENT LABS. THIS SCHEDULE AND THAT CONTAINED 
REFTEL A ARE ILLUSTRATIVE ONLY, AND DATES/ORDER OF 
VISITS CAN EASILY BE CHANGED TO SUIT MOT PREFERENCE: 

FRIDAY, JUNE 17: AFTERNOON VISIT TO ETHYL CORP. EMISSIONS 
LAB IN FERNDALE, MICH. 

MONDAY, JUNE 20: MORNING THROUGH LUNCH, BENDIX CORP. 
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AUTOMOTIVE PROVING GROUND, SOUTH BEND, INDIANA. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 2 1 : MORNING THROUGH LUNCH, TRANSPORTATION 
RESEARCH CENTER OF OHIO, EAST LIBERTY, OHIO (40 MI. N. OF 
COLUMBUS). 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22: RETURN TO TOKYO OR CONSULTATIONS 
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IN WASHINGTON, AT DISCRETION OF MOT. (VISIT TO WASHINGTON 
COULD ALSO PRECEED TOUR OF LABS, IF MOT PREFERS.) 

2. EMBASSY MAY WISH TO DRAW ON THE FOLLOWING TO 
EXPLAIN THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN USG AND COMPANY LABS: 

THE U.S. HAS TWO TESTING SYSTEMS - ONE FOR SAFETY, 

THE OTHER FOR EMISSIONS. THE SAFETY SYSTEM IS THE 
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY 
ADMINISTRATION, WHICH IS A PART OF DOT. THE EMISSIONS 
SYSTEM IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION AGENCY. 

IN THE CASE OF U.S. MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY STANDARDS, 

NEITHER GOVERNMENT APPROVAL NOR THE SUBMISSION OF 
DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE TO THE GOVERNMENT IS REQUIRED IN 
ORDER FOR A MANUFACTURER TO PRODUCE AND SELL VEHICLES. 

AT THE TIME THE VEHICLE IS MANUFACTURED, THE MANUFACTURER 
IS REQUIRED TO BUILD THAT VEHICLE IN CONFORMITY WITH THE 
STANDARDS IN FORCE ON THAT DATE AND TO AFFIX A PERMANENT 
LABEL TO THE VEHICLE STATING THAT THE MANUFACTURER 
CERTIFIES COMPLIANCE WITH ALL APPLICABLE FEDERAL SAFETY 
STANDARDS. OF NECESSITY, MANUFACTURERS CONDUCT TESTS 
AND MAINTAIN RESULTS OF THESE SO AS TO SATISFY THEMSELVES 
(AND THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD THAT BECOME NECESSARY) THAT 
VEHICLES HAVE BEEN DESIGNED TO COMPLY WITH THE APPLICABLE 
STANDARDS. THE MANUFACTURER ASSUMES RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
ASSURING COMPLIANCE WITH GOVERNMENT STANDARDS. THIS APPLIES 
TO BOTH DOMESTICALLY PRODUCED AND IMPORTED VEHICLES. 
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ONCE A STANDARD BECOMES EFFECTIVE AND VEHICLES 
ARE IN PRODUCTION, THE NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY 
ADMINISTRATION (NHTSA) OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
MONITORS THE MOTOR VEHICLE INDUSTRY THROUGH ITS OWN 
SAMPLE TEST PROGRAM. EACH YEAR THE NHTSA DEVELOPS A 
PROGRAM IN WHICH IT SELECTS AND PURCHASES A NUMBER OF 
VEHICLES AND COMPONENTS AND CONDUCTS VERIFICATION TESTS 
ON THEM. FAILURE OF A MODEL TO PASS NHTSA VERIFICATION 
TESTS CAN RESULT IN FINES BEING LEVIED AGAINST A MANUFACT- 
URER AND/OR IN A RECALL IN WHICH CARS ARE BROUGHT UP TO 
STANDARD AT COMPANY EXPENSE. 

THE U.S. APPROVAL PROCESS WITH REGARD TO VEHICLE 
EMISSIONS IS A TYPE-APPROVAL SYSTEM. THAT IS, A 
MODEL MUST BE CERTIFIED BY EPA AS MEETING EMISSIONS 
STANDARDS BEFORE IT CAN BE SOLD. ALTHOUGH THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) OF THE U.S. 
GOVERNMENT HAS FACILITIES WHERE IT CONDUCTS COMPLIANCE 
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TESTING ON SOME VEHICLES, A SUBSTANTIAL PORTION OF SUCH 
TESTING MUST OCCUR AT FACILITIES OPERATED BY THE VARIOUS 
MANUFACTURERS. THE EPA HAS APPROVED THE MANUFACTURER'S 
TEST EQUIPMENT AND OPERATIONS AND UTILIZES DATA COLLECTED 
FROM TESTS CONDUCTED THEREIN. UPON SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION 
OF THE TEST REQUIREMENTS AND ACCEPTANCE OF THE 
MANUFACTURER'S DATA BY EPA, A CERTIFICATE OF CONFORMITY 
IS ISSUED BY EPA AND THE VEHICLES ARE ALLOWED TO BE SOLD. 
THE AUTHORITY GRANTED TO THE EPA DOES NOT PERMIT 
THE AGENCY TO CONDUCT TESTS OR CERTIFY RESULTS FOR 
REGULATIONS OUTSIDE OF ITS JURISDICTION; I.E., IT 
IS UNABLE TO CERTIFY TESTING TO JAPANESE PROCEDURES 
AND REQUIREMENTS. VANCE 
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NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY, MINISTERIAL VISITS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 06-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE1 30377 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: RAMEYER:JVM 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770201-1209 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770686/aaaacxdn.tel 

Line Count: 129 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 5b293984-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN EB 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 STATE 123990, 77 TOKYO 7785 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 26-Oct-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2257644 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: VISIT OF MOT OFFICIALS TO AUTO LABS 
TAGS: ETRD, ELTN, JA, US 
To: TOKYO 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/5b293984-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



